INTRODUCTION
In spite of the great advances in chemotherapeutics, infectious diseases are still one of the leading causes of death in the world. The World Health Organization [1] states that infectious and parasitic diseases account for nearly 11 million among the 57 million total deaths in 2003. Although there seems to be a great array of antibacterial and antifungal drugs in clinical use, the appearance of resistant organisms makes them sometimes ineffective or lead to recurrence. [2, 3] Amongst some of the most problematic clinically relevant pathogens at present, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) ranks as one of the most difficult bacteria to treat. [4, 5] The use of higher plants and preparations made from them to treat infections is an age-old practice in a large part of the world population, especially in developing countries,
Anti-Staphylococcus Activity of Uruguayan Riverside
Forest Plants. 
A B S t r A c t
Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus is a major nosocomial pathogen which causes increased morbidity and mortality worldwide. Interest in plants with antimicrobial properties has thus revived as a consequence of current problems associated with the use of antibiotics. In previous work we undertook the biological and chemical prospection of the gallery forest of the northern Uruguay river basin. Plants were selected after an exhaustive review of the available literature according at its ethnopharmacological use and submitted to antimicrobial assays and phytochemical characterization. extracts that were positive in the qualitative diffusion tests against S. aureus were selected for a more detailed study. the objective of the present work is to study the anti MrSA activity of 37 plant extracts that have previously shown activity against S. aureus in a qualitative diffusion assay. the plant material were separately twice extracted by maceration with etoH/H 2 o 70:30, acetone and cHcl 3 . Minimum inhibitory concentration (MIc) was determined by the microdilution technique according to clinical and laboratory Standards Institute using sensitive (Atcc 6538p) and resistant (Atcc 43300, Atcc 700699 and USA 100) strains. Some of the extracts showed good activity specially species of the Myrtaceae family with MIcs as low s 7.8 mg/ml. these promissory results were obtained encourage further work to be done regarding the isolation and structural elucidation of the active compound(s).
Key words: Antibacterial activity Methicillin resistant S. aureus, Myrtaceae river. Plants were identified by Lic. F. Haretche, Museo y Jardin Botanico "Atilio Lombardo", Montevideo. Voucher specimens are kept in the MVJB Herbarium, Jardin Botanico, Montevideo.
Extraction
The plant material was air dried in the dark and milled to a coarse powder. Samples (20 g) were separately twice extracted by maceration with EtOH/H 2 O 70:30, acetone and CHCl 3 (100 mL) for 48 h. Combined extracts were evaporated under vacuum and lyophilised when necessary.
Microbiological Assay
Minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) was determined by the microdilution technique according to Clinical and qualitative diffusion tests against S. aureus were selected for a more detailed study.
In this work, we present the results of the antimicrobial activity of these extracts against methicillin sensitive and resistant S. aureus strains. 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
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